Overview
Illinois is home to 4.9 million acres of forest land, a gain of 2 percent since 2008 (Table 1) . Timberland accounts for 94 percent of forest land, while the remaining 6 percent of forest land is reserved or unproductive.
Illinois forest land has gradually increased in area since 1945 (Fig. 1 ). While forest land occurs throughout most of Illinois, it is concentrated in the western half and southern third of the State, largely in the Shawnee National Forest (Fig. 2) . Eighty-three percent, or 4.1 million acres of forest land is privately owned.
Hardwoods are the dominant species in Illinois. Two hardwood forest-type groups-oak/hickory and elm/ash/cottonwood-occupy 92 percent of forest land in Illinois (Fig. 2) . The oak/hickory group alone occupies just over two-thirds of forest land, the bulk of which resides in the white oak/red oak/hickory forest type (1.7 million acres). Softwoods, with 88,600 acres, represent 2 percent of forest land.
Forest land consists mainly of sawtimber stands (76 percent); 15 percent of forest land is made up of poletimber stands, 8 percent contain sapling-seedling stands and 1 percent is nonstocked. The age of forest stands continues to increase (Fig. 3) . Currently, nearly half (47 percent) of stands are over 61 years of age. Live-tree and sapling biomass in Illinois continues to increase and currently totals 248,900 tons on forest land (Table 1) . Biomass is distributed throughout the State, with the largest concentrations in the southern tier of Illinois (Fig. 4) Illinois' forest land contains just over 2 billion trees (greater than 1 inch d.b.h.) (Table 1 ). This represents an 18 percent decrease, nearly half a billion trees, since 1998. American elm, hackberry, and sugar maple are the most numerous species in Illinois (Fig.  5) .
In contrast to number of trees, volume of live trees in Illinois is increasing (Table 1) . White oak, at 965.6 million ft 3 , is the most voluminous species of forest land, followed by silver maple (866.8 million ft 3 ) and black oak (632.1 million ft 3 ). As a group, oaks make up one-third of total live-tree volume.
Forest growth has decreased by 21 percent since 2008 largely due to issues of reversion (Table 1) ; for more information on reversion issues see Crocker 2013. Mortality has increased in the past 5 years (Table 1) . American elm is the top contributor to mortality in Illinois; together, American elm and slippery elm account for 16 percent of total mortality in 2013 (Fig.  6 ). While silver maple, black oak and northern red oak are among the top grossing species in terms of mortality, slippery elm and black willow have mortality to volume ratios greater than 7 percent, indicating a yearly loss greater than 7 percent of volume (Fig. 6) .
Volume, Biomass, and Trends 3 RESOURCE UPDATE FS-XXX FIA defines reserved land as land that is withdrawn by law(s) prohibiting the management of land for the production of wood products (not merely controlling or prohibiting wood-harvesting methods). Because of differences in the interpretation and implementation of this definition, certain areas of land have historically fluctuated in and out of reserved status. In an effort to increase consistency among states and across inventory years, a refined set of procedures for determining reserved status have been implemented with version 6.0 of the FIA field manual.
The reserved status variable plays an important role in the differentiation of forest land and timberland, as well as on subsequent calculations such as volume and growth. Therefore, slight changes in the reserved land and timberland estimates for Illinois have occurred. Classification procedures identical to those employed in the 2013 inventory have been retroactively applied to data and tools since 2012. Therefore, comparisons between the current results for 2013 and those for previously published data may be invalid.
In Illinois, the change in the reserved status variable has resulted in an increase in the estimate of reserved land and a decrease in the estimate of timberland.
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